
CHOSEN | Week 1 
 
READ: Luke 1:11-20 
“While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing 
to the right of the incense altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when 
he saw him. But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. 
Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John. You will have 
great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the eyes 
of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, even before his birth. And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. 
He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the 
coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will 
cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.” Zechariah said to the 
angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well 
along in years.” Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It 
was he who sent me to bring you this good news! But now, since you didn’t believe what 
I said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my words will 
certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.” 

 

RECAP 
 When God came down to earth, He came to down to earth’s people; an old 
couple, a teen mom, and a construction worker. However, these four individuals—
Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph—were chosen by God to play an 
extraordinary role in His plan. God asked each person in the Christmas story to embrace 
the role He chose for them, yet embracing that role required them to overcome fear 
and disbelief; it required them to step into ordinary obedience. The extraordinary role 



God had required ordinary obedience—having babies, getting married, raising children. 
In the same way, God has chosen an extraordinary role in His kingdom for each of us but 
stepping into it requires us to overcome fear and step into ordinary obedience.    
 Most of us want to be chosen by God, but often we misunderstand what that 
means. We can get jealous of people who get chosen for greater things than us, or we 
get the impression that God only choses people who are special or who deserve to be 
chosen. In the story of John the Baptist’s birth, God choses two ordinary, obedient 
people to fulfill his purpose. In the same way, God choses each of us for a specific 
calling. Sometimes we have to go through seasons of waiting like Zechariah, but those 
seasons are meant to transform us and prepare us for our calling.  
 
RESPOND 

• Zechariah didn’t regain his voice until his son was born. Why did God allow 
Zechariah to experience this season of waiting? 

• How did Zechariah’s waiting season transform and prepare him? 
• Have you ever experienced a season of waiting? What did that look like? How did 

it transform and prepare you? 
• What calling has God chosen for you? How was it different from your 

expectations? 


